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CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE
DESCRIPTIVE ESSAY

Purpose

> Portrays people, places, or things with vivid details to help the
reader create a mental picture of what is being described

> Tnvolves the reader so that he or she can visualize what or who is
being described

> Creates or conveys a dominant impression of what is being
described through sensory details

» Can be objective or subjective

Organizational Pattern

> Introduction/Beginning
v Establishes the purpose
v Sets the tone for the overall impression
v May begin with a general statement followed by more
specific statements related to the purpose

> Body/Middle
v Specific details, examples or reasons
v Anecdotes or “narrative chunks" may serve as details or
- examples
v Transitions connect the ideas in a logical way ‘
v Transitions assist the flow from paragraph to paragraph
v No prescribed number of paragraphs

» Conclusion/End
v 6Gracefully ends the essay
v May include a restatement of the writer's opinion or the
main idea
v May summarize the information given in the body
v Reader should have a sense that things are "wrapped up."

Nebraska Departtent of Education Statewide Writing Assessment 2008




Writing Topic

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at
school, a park or sporting event, a room in your home, or any other
place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights,
sounds, feelings, smells, and/or tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader
can picture it and understand why you chose it.




Ideas / Content




Lithocode: 990000033910 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting
event, a room inyour home, or any other place people get togsther.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there,

Wiite an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it.

1 think many times people underestitnare how much experience you can takes from middle school. They just believs
that riddle school is the fima when you hiave no idez who you ars and it shows no reflection of who you'll furm aut to
he. Being a middle achooler, 1 feel thar T don't have any idea of who I am and who T'l be. However, 1 also feel like T
havs a befter idea of who I am, compared to other students, because of going o foothall games for my school's filter
high school, HHS. One of my favorite gathering places is at Hastings High Scheol football games. The sights, sounds,
and feelings 1 pick up from golug to them simply makes my life more excifing. Rows of com may cover the state of
Nebraska, but at HHS football games, there's nothing 1 see biesides rows of people supporting the Tigers and enough
craziness to go along with it

T've been alf ovar the world, but I'va naver seen a spactacle quite like a IS football game. First of all, fans roam the
stadium, soaking in all of the glorious sights. Students from Hastings High and Hastings Middle school differ extremely
tat games, but are both there for the same thing; to cheer the Tigers on to victory. Parents wander over to the student
section of the wide-range of bleachers to check up on their troublesoms children, which by the way, bothers kids very
much. Next, the Tigers' batda far wictory has many perplexed, while the football ream shakes off the endless amount of
aves following them and plays like they have the eve of the tiger. They're dedication inspires young children and middle
schtoolers te believe in what they want, Lastly, it wouldn't quite be a sporfing event without food! Hot choecolare is held
in the hands of several people, trying te warm vp from the cool, Nebrasica wind. Pop and popeorn fill fans' stomachs as
the game starts to intensify. The sights of a football game are geod enough to make it great, but the sounds make it evan
more spectacular.

The bang of the drum fills the night air with sounds to strengthen the hearts of many for the furious time of a
foottall game. One reason that those drums play along with the other melodic tunes of the pep band is to maka football
zames fun and jammead with music. Tigarettes, Hastings High's dance team, groova slong to songs that creats a show of
the evening football march-up. Next, a sudden blow of a referes’s whistle thuills the crowd to see what he'll say. The
words said after the whistle's call could be good, bad, or ugly. For the sake of the referees, 1 always hope the call wilt
[zo in EFEIS's favor. Lastly. HHS students boom with their voices to light up the night. They scream of happiness and
anger: always with the best intention of their home school in mind. T've always admired how together the high schoolers
hecame to root for their peers. It gives me a kelidescops of feelings, which happens to be my final biggest contributer o
making HHS footbalt games 2 wonderful meeting placa.

My body warms up with emotions as 1 enter the wildness of a Hastings High School football game, evenif it's cold
enough to give me frost bite. At first I ger overwhelmed with all of the swarming around specators are doing. There's
something separate on everyoena's hopes of the game, which the try to do most intently. Drama is alt around, however, 1
really just like to be thers to guide the dgers on to a "big w", as my father would say. Auother sensation that flows to me
is just being myself, No ons can judge you for what you do at football games if you're having a blast. 1 love striking on
thiz chanca to gat away from prefending and letting myself be what it wants to. Finally, whenever I'm at a Hastings High
School footbalt game, 1 feel pride. The high schoolers want you to feel accepted and male you belong. Every person
hwill support the Tigers through a win or 2 loss. It's nics to be able to find common ground with everyone. No matter
what vou feel at a BHS football gams, "once a tiger, always a tiger”, no matter the outcoma.

Tiger football games are fillad with many sights, sounds, and feelings that make it what it is. Eyes are sure to view
some things that they can't anywhere else. Ears erupt with noise of 2 pleasurable game. Hearts walk away from games
feeling fuller than anyons could've ever felt possible. The rush you get at a HES football game makes peoples make peace
with who they are and what they're going to be. People may say the middle school is when you havs no idea who you
are or who vou'll become, but 1 doubt that any of them even now know that. There's a future for everyone, and if going
ko Hasfings High Schoot football games can give them a sense of lmowledge for that like it does for me, it's a superior
meeting placa ro anywhers I'va ever been.




f[deas/Content: 4 4-4-4-4

In this response a clear and vivid picture of the High School football games is described, and the content
is well-focused on the thrilling experience and school spirit that the football game elicits as a gathering
place. The writer has provided numerous and relevant sensory details that describe the football game
experience and why it is so exciting. The writer has provided many vivid examples that enable the reader
to clearly understand why the meeting place is so special to the author and its value in feeling part the
school community as a whole.




Lithocode: 990000159600 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting event,
& roorm in your hormne, or ary other place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings. smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and understand
why you chose it.

The creelc by my house is the test gathering place 1 can think of. Tn my eyes. wildlife is just like people. Almost
avary animal will gather along the creek. The coons, fish, deer, birds, and other varmints all gather at the little creelc by
v house, Not only do wildlifa come to the creek to gather but so do I 1 see the creek 2s a welcoming to not only me
hut the animals and the frees.

All of the animals help each other out by providing food for ona another. The fish provide coons, birds, and even me
a great supply of food. The birds provide covobes and other preditors a good carnivorous diet. The creek also provides a
place for trees fo live. The traes get their food from the creek and the animals get some of their food from the rees,
shrubs, and tushes. The trees provide coons and squirrels 3 home and throughout the night and day it provides those
animals a place o have a family gathering juat like a grandmother's house on Thanksgiving.

When it comes to hunting season in the winter, many people use the creek as a garhering place but in 2 unique way.
People from all over coms to huat vanison. The titmer is 2 big gathering place just as if 2 holiday was going on. It makes
neople happy but so are the deer because it is their mating season. This time of the year is usually a cheerful ime
hecause it normally snoves and all the litthe animals and birds play in the snow.

The creek is like a dinner table in the early morning. All the animals coms for a drink from theit long night sleep.
The fish are feading off the top of the water Jooking for small bits of food and the deer coms fe gel a drink to prepare
for theit lotig journey for the day. The birds are looking for a nics juicy wortn of 4 big far chub to snatch ahold of. The

creek is a vary peacful place to be duting the morning hecause of all the small sounds that are going on. You'll hear a

cardinal ainging 4 30ng of 4 squirrel cracking 2 nut on 4 log. The soothing sound of flewing water also makes the creek
3 great place to get away from all vour troubles and thoughts.

After a good hard shower the creele may not be the safeat place for all the little animals and birds because of the
high, fast mowing current. 1¢'s not the best place to gather along for animals when if rains but it is for me. The smell of 2
fresh rain can almost bring a tear to the eye. Itis fard to believe that 2 smell can make you calm and feel soothing but
frash rain and the sound of the hard current makes me feel good. Ifs is almost like T am part of the creek itself.

The creek is the heart of nature. It is not only 2 home but it is a gathering place. Even if it really isn't, itis to me.
Tha creek may not be 2 gathering place for other people but it is for me and all of the rest of nature. It is the moat
|calming and sill-life place but it is really enjoyable ne matter what ¥ou are doing thera. Tt is 2 safe place for all the
animals and me. The creel is 2 great place for animals te gather and interact as 2 family.

L Ideas/Content: 4 ' : 4-4-4-4 -

In this response a clear and vivid picture of a creek has been described. The content is well-focused on
the topic and the reader clearly understands why the creek is so unique and important to the writer and
to the wildlife that live there. Numerous sensory details are used to describe the creek as a gathering
place for the various animals.




Lithocode: 990000154808  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form-A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting avent,
a room in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choose onhe place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Wiite an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and qnderstand
why you chose it.

Living Room

The room that 1 like the most in my house is where people in my family gather the most. This room is 2 place where
1 indulge my senses sveryday. This room is the place I feel the most comfortable in. The room that I'm talking about is
my families living room.

When I wall into this room 1 stare mesmerized at the sights on the tv. My living room has a large window facing
outside where I can take a glance at the outside world when I'm bored. The living room alse includes a hazel colored
couch and Jovesear. My favorite place in the room o sif at is the maroon colored chair in the corner that may be
horrendous to look at. We alse have a few lamps i the corners of my rather tiny living room, but what really brings
people inte the room is the 53 inch tv in the comer. This v is the humongous window inta the world of aports movies,
and shows. This is what truly brings people to the living room, and one of the reasons my family isn't always fighting.
Along with the things I can see in my living room is the ear piercing noise thar occasionty crawls our of it. Talways
emermber tha loud boos,gasps, and sometimes swearing as my family watches 4 sports event. There is also the rackely
fan on the ceiling that wirs around in 2 continuous circle. It sometimes looking lilee it might fall through the ceiling and
flv out the window with a loud CRASH. 1aways find comfort in the chortles and chuckles from my family as they
watch a cheesy comedy. Last, is the deafaning sound of 2eratchy music 2s my cousins play anuoying childrens music
‘{on tha stario.

1 always find comfort in my living room even though the couch is ancient and the chair is ugly. 1 always like the
feeling of just sinking inte the chair and just imagining it as a plush cloud. Even though I can always find 2's in my chair
my family members always brush past my feat. The living room always has the seemingly perfect temperatura inmy
house, but my family still screams at me when 1 fall asleep because of the petfect climate in the living room.

Even though the living room isn't a titchen we still act like it is. You can just about always smell something in this
room whether it is a urkey dinger (true story) or 2 ham sandwich. My mother still becomes angry when sha finds
crumbs embeded deep within a sofa cushion. Vhat is weitd is that even though we are in the living room s much if
still smells dusty and putrid ar times. T also love the tastes I experience in the living room. Like the tasty yet sticky
et hutter sandwhich. There's also the savory and delicious steak that I've even had in the living room.

Now, you know that my living room fsn't just a room it is half of my families lifstyles. Without out this reom my
family wouldn't know where to eal, sleep, and scream at the tv. This i3 why the living room is the place where my

famnily lilces to gather the most.

-3-4-3
ldeas/Content: 3 3-3

cture of a living room has been described in this response. While the sensory

A clear and adequate pi
The content is generally focused

details provided in the description are relevant, they are not numerous.
on the topic and the reader somewhat understands why the living room is a good gathering place for‘a

family. More details are needed in order to provide a clearer more vivid description of the room.



Lithocode: 990000031606 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

Peaple gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting
event, a room in your home, or any cother place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you expetrience there.

YWrite an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it.

The mall is the place where evarvonss gathering togsther. You hear babys crying, children screaming and vou hear
variety of other things going on.The mall is where friends and families hang out at te go shopping or just to spend
quality of time togethier. They're many things t¢ do at the mall and many stores to look at. When voure not paying
atfention soretimes you'll gat pushed by other people because at times the mall gets overwhelming. You'll see different
races and ages there. Alse, you will coma across people rying to advertise what they'ra aclling.

Wheanever I go to the mall I see many different stores surrounding me.The stores at the mall are about ten feet tall 1
moatly shop at Forever hventy-one | Wet Seal | Hot Topic | etc (All the stores I go to are always crovwded with people in
them Jf has naver got to 4 point whers anyona had to wait to go in the store. Only time that happens is when theres a
holiday coming vp Al stores have many things inside them to look at whether its clothes | toys  efc .

The mall has 3 Food Court for people to buy food. They have tables and chairs for peopls to sif on and ear just incase
they want to shop mors They have different fypes of food such as greek food,chiness food, and variety of fast food
restraunts. Through-out the mall vou can sense all the diffarent types of food thev're making. Somefimes vou can smell it
from the lower level part of the mall Their's alwavs peopls eating at the Food Court. The smell makes you hungry at
imes which causes you to want some food.

Finally , they have 3 playground area for children to play in. If's a smart thing to do at the mall hecause then parents
wont have to stress out with their kids screaming around or cryving The play ground grea iz always tha loudest when yvou
zo o the mall, You always ses children running around plaving with eachothar. The play ground has sports things in it
lilce a football shaped slide and other different things. It's an amazing placs to take your kids to when they get annoved of
shopping Not evary mall has a play ground for kids to play in so I think thats unique.

Tn conclusion, the mall iz a fun place to go Lo together as 2 group of friends or family There's many things you'll come
across There's so many things o look ar but you dont get to ses them all at dmes. Although thera might be kids
screaming and crying vou'll shll enjoy vour fime ar the mall.It's always fun whether your shopping or hanging out. At the
and of the dav vou'll have fun going there. The mall can naver gat ofd.

ideas/Content: 3 3-3-3-3

The picture of what is being described is generally clear in this response about the mall. The content is
generally focused on the topic and the sensory details describing the mall are adequate and related, but
not numerous. The writer has adequately described reasons why the mall is an important gathering
place for friends or family.




Lithocode: 990000092324  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting eveht,
a room inyour home, or any other place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Whrite an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and understand
why you chose it

Whers Wa Aeer

My friends' and T's most favorite placa to meet to, figure things out or world on a project, i ang of cur houses
hacause of the size of the houss, the different rooms in the house, and the snack choices we have. The size of the
house iz better when if is big because wa can do more and will have more room to do suff. Wa naed more room
hacause if we are doing a profect for school then we need. 2 bigger spacs to lay things out and get erganized. A smaller
room would not be as good hacauss we could be cramed and nof have much reom to do anything.
Alzo a good factor of a house is the different rooms if has. If there are different rooms then my friends and I would
be ahle to do more ackvifies at a tme. As to if there was only ona room then we wouldn't get to do a lot of activifies. A
one raom house would not be good at all because thers would not be any room for peopls to de anything. Thamany
different rooms a house can contain can be a bathroom, a kifchen, a living room, a few bedrooms, and a dining room.

The last reason why I lilke going to houses for activities or projects is because of the snacks we get. Somstimes we
could get 2 big snack and other imes we would gef a smaller snack. I don't usually like getting bigger snacks because I
fer] bad for taking their food even if they do give me permission. My favorife snack is string cheese so 1 usually ask for
sfring cheess when we get an option for a snack. Moat of the time we do get a choice of snack. The siza, the different
rooms, and the snack choices are obviously why 1 enjoy meeting at houses with my friends.

Ideas/Content: 2 2-2-2-3
The picture of what is being described is limited in this response about the writer’s or a friend’s house.
The sensory details used to describe the houses are missing and the description is incomplete and
unclear. The content is limited and ideas lack sufficient development in order to present a clearer
picture to the reader. While the reader gets a sense of why the homes are good gathering places for the

writer and his friends, more development of ideas and a more detailed description would be needed for
a higher score.




Lithocode: 990000092054 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym &t school, a park or sporting
event, & room in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it.

Where do people gather for fun ar not? What do they do there? What do you see smell, hear, feel, and tast?

The pool {5 were people go. They swim, 1 hear people laghing and haveing a greal time. 1 sn;xe-il clating or clean
water, 1 see people splashing, swimming, sitting, playing, and haveing fun. You can get some mmgs bo eat there small
likce a popsicle, chips, nochos, snoweonss, icecream and candy lile candy bars. 1 feel happy that im there and thar my
friends are to but after a wile of swimming you get tired, sleepy, hungry, crampssore arms and legs, and can even gat
sunburnt.

Fuen though vou can gat that its all worth it to go have a great time with friends and family many people go
switnming and you should fo. Swimming is the main thing people do in the summer. In fact thousands of people go each
vear. Even if vou dont no how to swim there are swimming lessons you can take and you will learn how to swim in no
fime o i advize vou to go swinuning.

Ideas/Content: 2 2-2-2-2
A limited picture of a pool has been described in this response. While an attempt to describe the
swimming pool has been made, the sensory details are few and limited and the content is not

adequately developed. The description is incomplete and the writer has somewhat failed to show the
significance of this place as a gathering place.




Lithocode: 990000033960 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

Peaople gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting
gvent, a roam in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choose ong place ‘you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it.

People Gather at the park and in at thers houses. Theres a lot of placss to gather it Hastings I 1 had to go some
where T would go fo the park. T like there grand Island vou can go to grand Island and go to diffient stores. My sighis
are that it is beatifull at dark and when all the lights are on. Iis 3 great view to see that when the lights are on. The smell
i3 feroubls in grandisland 1 cant stand to smell that amell it smeels like roten fish.What I taste iz fish from the gir on the

My experinces wers good o see my famila there.

1 like ro go to other places ke tennesey but i cant go. from hashing to rennesey is way to far but { want to ses wat
25383y i3 like there I want to see if it is any fun to be thers.

dust from the factorie. when 1 step out side { hear cars and there engine running. When I feel out side or in grand Island.

Ideas/Content: 1 1-1-2-1
The picture of what is being described is unclear in this response. The writer has failed to focus on a
specific topic or place and the content seems to have many digressions. The content lacks development
of any ideas or description, and sensory details are limited. The reader has little understanding as to
what this gathering place is and why it was chosen by the writer.




Lithocode: 990000161678  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A
|

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting
event, a room in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Wirite an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it.

People gather at the mall alot and just shop why they are there They like clothes so they would like gathering there to
loolk around. There are proz and conz about gathering at the mall A bad thing is they could try to shoplift and gat in big
trouble. They could also just vandilize the mall also,

Ideas/Content: 1 1-1-1-1

In this very brief response about the mall, the picture of what is being described is unclear. The content

lacks development of any ideas, and sensory details are lacking.




Organization




Lithocode: 990000034844  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

Peopie gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gyrn at school, a park or sporting
event, a room in your home, or any other place people gst together.

Choose one place you go where psople gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Yrite an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it

One Fantasic Field
Crack! An athletic softball player smacks the ball into right field! The belovad "crack of the bat" i5 ons of the hest
sounds any seftball lover can hear. Ona of my favorite places o experience that sound and o play softball is at Smith
Softbalt Complex in Hastings, NE. Thousands of fans and plavers gather at Smith each season to watch, play, andsor
wmpire softball, The biggest event of the vear held there is when people from all over Nebraska come for the NSAA
State Softball Tournament in the fall. Some of the best parts about the complex are the sights, sounds, and feelings thar 1
sxperience around that tme of year. Smith Softball Complex is one of my favorite placss where people gather because
of all the farwastic memories 1 have from being thers. One of the things that sets Smith above 2ll other complexes, is the
sights it has to offer.

To begin, the sights at Smith Softball Complax are something that only a few can realize the true baauty of Ths
strong, hard working plavers are always making outsfanding catches, dives, and pitches. They all possess ratred,
helmet-hair and tomato red sonburnad cheeks. The plavers' pants have many lavers of chalk, dirt, and the occasional
biood stains to show how much they fight each and every game. The intense coaches are sometimes angry enough to
have veins popping out of their necks and fiery faces full of fury towards umpirss and opposing coaches. Fans create
segs of each and evary color sround all eight of the fields in the atands. There's nothing like the sights vou can
experience at Smith Softhall Complex during the high school stats tournament, but the sounds ars remarkable too.

I addifion, I can hear the sound of stats softball at Smith from a mila avway. At the beginming of each day of the
toutnameant, they play the National Anthem to honor America. T thitd it's kind of naat to see because ait gight flelds do it
at the sama time. After the anthem, the teams start doing theit pragams chieers to get pumped up for the competifion.
The fans roar as each team sprints out of their dug-outs and onto the field. Throughout the games. the crack of
aluminumn bats can be heard from every place in the coumplest. Thera's naver a moment when the ongoing cheers from
plavers stop. Soms of the cheers and chants are extremaly catchy and get stuck in your head and drive vou bonkers! I
can always tell when something excifing happens because there's 3 huge outburst of cheers from that field. Although the
soundy of Smith Softball Complex during state ate imporfant, the best part is the faelings.

The feelings at Smith can be anywhere from extrema nervey, to relief. Before games, plavers and coaches experiencs
overwhelming butterflies floating in their stomaches. The atmosphere is 30 excifing, that even spectators’ hearts pound
dutings the games. When 2 homs run soars over the fencs, the supporting side of bleachers shakes and vibrates from
all of the shouting. The feeling is just so special and amazing. Sweat drips down my forehaad as the games go on and if
the game ends in 2 victory theres a sigh of relief and all of the jitters go away. However, losses are devastating and
sxhgusting because 2 loss could mean that the season is over. The feelings of being at the NSAA Stare Softball
Tournament ars insane and very unigue,

Smith Seftball Complex is one of my favorite places to gather with people who are sofiball lovers like me during the
high school state tournameant. The sights of the complax are fun to experiences and take in. The sounds are somatimeas
ovarwhelming, but exciting at the same tme. The feelings at Smith are the best part because they make my heatt race
fust thinking about thern. 1 love going to Stoith Softhall Complex hacause of all the great mamoties I hava had from
heing rhere. I don't think I'll ever expetiencs anything like Smith Softball Cornplex again in my life.




Organization: 4 4-4-4-4

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is effective in this response about a
softball complex. An effective introduction along with well-planned transitional phrases at the end of
each paragraph, effectively connect the main ideas together. Pacing is well controlled throughout the
response, as each idea leads smoothly to the next in a logical, flowing progression of ideas. Paragraphing
is sound.




Lithocode: 990000136964 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting avent,
a room in your home, or any other place people gettogether.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Wirite an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and understand
why you chose it ' -

I pult mmy keey out of the ignition and 1 ger our of my car. As I approach the door 1 am bombarded with the sinell of
soms kind of food. The door swinga open and I am greetad with a lug from my grandmother who has chviously been
cooking all day. I climb up the stairs and can tell that the reat of my family iz upstairs and watching a football game.
Whan 1 reach the top of the steps most everyona says hiand I get a few hugs and the focus is back on the game.
Evervbody has a place where they gather as a family. In every homs there are :.pemﬁc smells, sounds, sights, and
feelings vou get when vou are in if, and that is what males it unigue.

To begin there are many sights and sounds in my grandparent's house. The houss ftself is 2 modest home. It has two
levels an upstairs and 3 downstairs, containing lots of gversised furniture that seem te be oo big for the rooms. A large
table talcas up the entire dinning room; but it does seat all 10 of our family members. There always i3 some kind of
hoisa, somefimes it is music other tmes it is the relevision. If it happens to be music it is very soft and relaxing, butif it
is the television it is an old show or an old western movie. I can't forget foothall which alwavs ends up on the screen
avantually no matter whar.

Walking into the house a number of feelings overwhelm me. If lways seems warm literally it's 80 degrees at alt
times. 1 fael invited when T am inside, like they want me there with them. The house faels aafe with my family around.
Nothing too terrible could happen. Also if is just a happy enviornment; we all get along and love one another waty much.
Wa as a family only want the best outcomes in life. Being a close kit family makes us stick rogather becavse of our
strugglas he have went through together fn the past. For those reasons I feel lovad when I am there.

Lastly the smells and tastas are always wonderful. No matter what there {s always soma kind of meat cooking. It
malces your mouth water every tme and tastes great. Whethet it is on the grill or in the oven it iz cooldng. My family
also loves to bake, especially my grandmother, we ktnow we will get some kind of dessert. It could be cooldes, pie, cake
or aven brownies. The smell scrumpiious, and tastes divine. On lucky days she makes an array of desserts. My

much liks lemon bars, I almost want to take a bite. Tn all the smells and rasta make the house completa.

The smells, sights_ sounds, and feelings that malee my grandmother's house itself. Where do you normally gat
rogether with family? My grandfather calls "dinner is ready” and we head into the dinning room to sit down. I fook
around and realize all the things that make this house so special. The smells, the family, and the sounds are perfect
exarnples of why this placs is 30 spacial ko tms.

srandmother's house is ovarly clean. You can almost smell how clean if is. The counters smell like lamon. They smell so |

Organization: 4 3-4-3-4
The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is effective in this response about
the writer’s grandparents’ house. Pacing is well-controlled throughout the response as each idea moves

to the next in a logical progression of ideas. Transitions effectively show how ideas connect and the
paragraphing is sound.




Lithocode: 990000146434 AQuestion: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

Peopie gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting event,
a room in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and understand
why you chose it

4 Hot Topie

Thera are g lot of places whera people can gather whather it's at school, church, 2 gym or even your owwn house!
Another place that people gather is 2 mall or one specific stora inside of it. Ona question that you may he asking vourself
is why would people come and meet at 3 malt? 1 gather at the mall for several different rezsons evenif I go there onca a
month! Sometimes I wonder from store to store irving to find 2 new outfit or to jué.t sea what's new. Even if vou just sit
down for 2 mimute on a nics and comfy bench you can figura out why tons of people meet thera.

One reason that 1 go to the mall is to get naw things te wear or play at several different crowdad stores. When I
walle in to the mall or a store during the sutnmer I'm usually hit directly in the face with a cold blast of air to cool ma
down. During the winter, I'm smackead in the face with the hot air that has surrounded the atmosphere of the store to
help ma keep warm and comfy. My fwo favorite stores that I always go i when I'm there is Hot Topic or Gamestop. 1
dive sraight through the doors and into the games saction when I'm at Gamestop. If's always excifing Lo see what new
cames they have there for me all packaged up and ready to play when I get homa! I only get one or two games whan 1
sea some that I liles, so I afill have soms money laff to go to Hot Topic or Journey's! Hot Topic always has new
mechandise of my favorite bands, popular books, and the best movies or shows. Rarely. 1 hazd into Journey's. only to
sar a pair of shoes which are usually the brand named Cotrverse, Whenever 1 leave one of those store's though T maks
sure that T have somesthing tiew to share or show off.

Another reason I go to the mall is to hang out with my friends. Usually, I'm the ons that calls everybody and rys to
fisure out 3 date when everyone is free and can go! Sometimes the dars that we have choosen worls and sometimes it
doesn't because we are alf busy on the waekands when school bagins, If's abvays axciting to go with my friends to see
what we're going to do whan we get there. Only several of us buy things becauss we are having 3¢ much fun looking
and wondering around the mall. We go info every single store that we lay aves on. Even though we get thosa weird
looks from people when we are laughing and messing around with each other, nons of us really mind because we know
we'ra all 2 pretiy weird group of leenagers.

The Iast reason that I go to the mall iz for fundraisers or to try and get donatons for the Juvenille Diabates Research
Foundation. I'm alons most of the tme or with my mom struggling for people to get donations fo bry and find a cure.
\ost people stop by and give us several dollars somerimes it's even twenty-five dollars or more. I'm was about ready to
pass out when one guy gava us one-hundred dollars! During the winter or Chiristmas tims there is some peopla that are

[ying o ger doratons for e ATy o UHE W 5o SO oNSy f0f Cancer. 1 don'L go duting Lhark me hecause ey
wers there first and they need monsy to vy and find a cure also!

There ara tons of different reasons why people meet at the mall whether it's for fun or having a simple fundraiser. 1
hope that if you need a place to hold a fondraisar, meet with friends, ear 2 meal or just wonder around that you go to a
mall with a big smile on vour face. Hopefully this alse answerad vour question of why people meet here too!

Organization: 3 3-3-34

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is functional in this' response about

the mall. Pacing is generally controlled and the transitions are functional and adequate, but not

effective. Paragraphing is generally successful but a somewhat weaker conclusion that fails to mention
one of the three main ideas and seems to introduce new ideas is evident.




Lithocode: 990000031258 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym &t school, a park or sporting
event, a room in your home, or any other place people gettogether.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it.

When my family and friends plan to gathar. Wa gl go to my house. My house is the most cominen placs where
antvone in my family could find. When the visifers come they pass by the kifchen, dinning room, and the living room.
Ay house have everything that we need.

One of the places in the house the wisiters gather in the kitchen. The first thing the smell is the snacks for everyons.
Sometimes when she do snacks if is mostly a sandwhich. With some fresh lettuce, ham, and American chesse. The
wisiters gather up to help my mother for the snacks. Something that they help with is the stove. The stove is black like
black berry, it is slso three to four feef long. The oven is under all of the spices and the emergency lamp. Auother reason
they help out is the dishes that is on top of the sink. The sink is silver a3 iron. The handles are colored code from fhe
bottom and black lilke the dark. Another reason is that the wisiters help out with the refrigerator, by taldng out the lathuce
romatos and the other ingredient. The refrigerator is close to aix feer high and four feet wide. If 15 whits like snow and it
it flooded with notes and umique magnets. When the visiters are done helping done helping they take out tha food into the
dinning room. '

The second place that visiter goes ro, is the dinning reom. In the living room it always smell lilke cinmamon with
apples. The wall in the dinning room is a dark red color like red violet and bumpy. Hanging on the wall is the dark black
TV. The TV is twelve inches high and twventy-four inchs wids. The screen is wide black when it is off. Another object
in thera is the table. The table is a light coffee brown which it sometimes smell like coffes bacause svery ons in the
house drinks coffee. The table iz also an ovel shape. The fable iz close o three to four feel tall. On the sids of the tables
ara the chairs. The flat horizontal part of the chair is a dark bananna coler. The vertical and tha lags arve 1 haavy coffee
rown. Once when the visiters are dona eating and talking sometimas thay movs fo the living room.

The third placa of the house that the wisiters go to is the living room. An object in the living room is the sofa. The
sofd is 2 human size It is about six feet and fize inches wide. The sofa is about three feet tall. The sofa is in front of the
window. Across from the window i3 the desk that is under the desk tog. The desk iz three to four feer all. The
horizontal parts of the desk is black lils coal. All the vertical parts and the feet ara silver liks iron. On top of the desk is
the old desk top. The screen is a shape os a parfacr squars. With four right angle. On the right aida are the speakers.
Where we play music whils we sing and maybe whila the visiters leave.

My house have everything that we need. Food, v, camputer, a stove and refrigerator. My house is the most
commen place where my family and friends can find. So my house is where my family and friends gather rogether.

Organization: 3 3-3-322

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is functional in this response about
the writer’s house. Functional transitions are adequate but not effective. Pacing is generally controlled
and paragraphing is generally successful.



Lithocode: 990000128154 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

Peaple gather at many places. This could be the cafeferia or gym at school, a park or sparting
event, a room in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds,'feelingst smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose if.

The Magic Behind Stage

Do you want to know how rushed you are 3t 2 dancs recital? It is one of the most exciting tmes, buk you're dlso all
over the place freaking out. All of your nerves are scattersd and going bizarre. The one thing you want is o just g0 out
there and do vour best, You are it the moment and focusad on performing with your heart.

)
All of us performers are rushing around back stage rehearsing every step. Tryving to perfect it the best we can before
our mumber is called. Somefimes the numbers we are in are back to back. So then we have to do quick changes, in
seconds befors we go out again. Pulling it off is quife a difficuldy. We all work regether as a family to keep our nerves
calm, 50 fhat swa can go out and perform with courage.

Evary single gitls stemach their is flipped upside down. She fears of falling on stage or getting off track with the
counts. Scared to disappoint her family. When all we should be is wortied about not having fun on stage. Nobody
understands tha magic hehind stags.

Organization: 2 ' 2-2-2-3

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is limited in this response about
being backstage. Pacing is inconsistent and weak or missing transitions do not adequately connect the
ideas together. Paragraphing is somewhat ineffective as the entire response seems to be about the
same single idea with a brief introduction and a weak conclusion.



Lithocode: 990000092172  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting event,
a roorm in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choase one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and understand
~ why you chose it.

Skating

A place my friends and 1 garher at is the skating rink. Listening to music, skating, and taliing are three of the most
common activities we do.

Ons thing we do is listen to music. Sotme of us filce listening to Pop. Others like listaning to Country. Rap is another
sence people like listening to. My personal favorite is rap becausa i lilce how tha sound and the rhythm pulses through
vour body like its a heart about to axplode.

Skating is also something fun we all do together. When I sleate the wind runs its fingers through my hair. My heart is
bulsing fast as the energy kicks in. T feel like i'm 2 bird flving through the air with its flock. Everything around me
dissapears as i soar through the rink.

The other thing wedaa fot while we are skating is talk. It's a very good place to socialize. As you talk you can
harely hear the person next to you because the mmusic is so foud. All around there is people sitting down or skating. Some
pﬂﬁples shirts are glowing and the walls are glowing. While you are talking all you can smell is pickles and nachos. If
vou suck in the air you can almost taste all of the sweal.

Obvicusly, vou can tell my friends and I love to skata.

Organization: 2 2-2-3
-2-3-2

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is limited in this response about a
skating rink. While a basic functional organizational structure seems to have been adopted, the
introductory transitions are weak or missing, and each of the three main body paragraphs i,s a list of
ideas with few if any transitions connecting the ideas. Pacing is inconsistent and paragraphing is
irregular as the content that supports each of the three main ideas is often somewhat unrelated or
contradictory to the main ideas. A weak conclusion is evident.




Lithocode: 990000134324 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting
event, a room in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings. smells. andfor
tastes you expetience there.

Wiite an essay describing this place with Sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it

A place me in my family gather at well me in my gather at the living room for CEHRISTMAS:) Wa gather theit because
thats were it has always been. the sight i see are big nice boxes presents the sound i hear is the sound of ngy sister 1
ripping the presents open. the feeling of the presents are makesing me think of the steff i gof now. ut the fagling of dre
bears fill so nice becauss there soft loud they make me fill rich.the smell of the nice big box make are the best smell in
the world.the taste of christmas dinner i3 so good my dad and mom makes the best dinner, the picture i see now of my
dad giving me the dre beats is going to be great i i say that because i been asking for them sense they came out but the
test thing to have s a tablet becauss u can do more than just play games u can have the story book app in it can be for
school te but when i get my stuff i will always take care of it another thing about christmas is about not only presents
bt the joy of god in how he save are souls  merry christmas in have a wonderful 2014 2)

Organization: 1 1-1-1-1

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is lacking in this response about
the living room at Christmas. Transitions connecting ideas are lacking. Pacing is awkward, and
paragraphing is missing. A weak ending with no conclusion is evident.



Lithocode: 990000113744 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at schoal, a park of sporiing
gvent, a room in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choose ong place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you expetience there.

Wite an essay desaribing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it.

1 gather in front of the bv in my warm homea in a soft char in front fo the loud brite tv . And sat a warm slies of
pizza that tast ke a hambrbuger wile siting in front of the tv with pizza breth . And all the sound are from the tv with the
show duck dinisty onir .

Organization: 1 2-1-2-1
The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is lacking in this brief response
about gathering in front of the television. This minimal response has little or no evidence of any

organizational structure. Paragraphing and transitions are missing and connections are unclear




Voice / Word Choice




Lithocode: 950000146366 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting
event, a room inyour home, or any other place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings. smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it

Novie Theatre

*Did vou hear what that clown said abeut mel” Sassed the dramatic blonde to her friends.
"Yez Mary I'll gof the rickets.” The passing man confinmed on his celiphone,
‘But daddy I want ke ses that movie!" Pleaded the redhead toddler balog dragged by 2 grumbling father,

"Thank you, enjoy the show." A rehearsed smiling faca called, after putfing the money in the cash register.

So many voices, so many people. & movie theatre iz one the best places for people to gather. Whether your enjoying a
family outing, hanging with friends, or maybe having 2 ons parson party, Its the ona placs where vou dont have to bs
vourself, you can look through someone alse's eyes. and sae their adventure.

WEHAM! Your biasted away with the mouth warering scent of sweet butter and freshly popped popeorn as you walk
through the doors. You are 3 ona man, or woman party and disting 130't on your priegity list. You move on over to the
back of the line, patiently waiting your mam for your tickst. After winding through the obstacles of ved velvat ropes like 2
snake, 2 emplovee calls you over. He greats you happily, and shows on a luminous screen the available seats. You
sagerly pick a middle seat, and he bands you 2 white strip of paper with vour row and seat number. You tupn and inch
reour way into the mafn section. Your breath catches (o your throat, you gasp at the heauty and the hugeness of the
dome that surrounds everything. Intricate random paintings splatter the ceiling, kelling a silant story all by itself. Giant,
deficataly carved sandy colored, Egyption themed columns stand proudly holding the dome securely on their shoulders.
Hastily, you malee vour way Lo the consessions, you scan the option board, not sure what yvou want. The warm
breath of slightly browned, salted pretzals coaxes you in, bul your attenden is ripped away by the screaming of the
popping corm kernals. A slushia alse sounds good, you think to vourself, but the psople behind you are noticably getiing
Erumpy. 30 you decide to buy popcorn, candy and 2 soda. Your movie will be starting soon, so you quickly pull cut a
crinkled twenty and slighty torn fen daollar bill. when the worker asks. you order your popcorn, axira buttery, a pack of
wizzlers and a large fountain drink. You pay her the amount and wait for your Ttems. Ceabbing your deficious snacks
vou fill vour cup with fizzing root beer and head towards Thearrs 14.

Croveds of people block your way, swerving through them, you mumble your apologies and head ro your theatre.
The hallway is pifch hlack, only the rope lights guide you on your way, you manuever your popcorn and deink to 2 more
romfortable posifion and steff your Twwizzler package in your pocker. With your free hand you fumble in your other
pocket, fishing for your tcket. Pulling it out you study it for a few seconds and lock ar the latier labeled seat rows.
Heading for row D, you sit in vour middle, number 135 seat. You set your drink in the cup holder, dnd click the buttons
to recline your pink electric leather sofa seat. Your movie Yegins, and the sucround sound is amazing. The screen is
anourmous, and the explosions from vour action packad thrilter look real. You barely noticed when FOUr movie came (o
an and, and when you did vou left energized, wanting mors,

Movie Theatre's are extradinary placay where people likke to meet up and chill whils enjoying a great movie. The Star
Citema Theatre is ona of my favorife places to go, and is always crowded with people. Even the people who work there
are alvways nics and respectful, and help you when needed. The food is usually fresh and the movie screens are giganic.
The movies are my favorite places o go where paopla gather.




Voice/Word Choice: 4 : -4-4-4-4

In this response about the movie theater, the wording is expressive and engaging, conveying a strong
sense of the writer throughout the essay. Numerous vivid words and phrases are used effectively to
describe the movie-going experience, and the reader clearly understands why the theater is an
important gathering place for the writer. The strong voice is well-suited for the purpose and audience,
and the descriptive language is specific, precise and varied throughout the response.




Lithocode: 990000035732 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sparting
event, a room in your home, or any other place peaple get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, and/or
tastes you experience there.

Wite an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it.

There are many places 1 love to gather with friends and just spend time by myself, and that is the It~ -~ YMCA,
1 will tell wou all about the amarzing enjovable things to do at the YAMCA. First of all there is a super nice court, and the
hoops almost seem brand new! Also there iz an amazing pool with a really seothing hottub. And lastly there is an
amazing spacious weight room up stairs. The Y3ECA is a great place fo spend time with family and friends. and a great
place to blow off steam.

The firar thing i'm going to talle about iz my favorite the gem. As you walk in the gym you hear balls bouncing
sverywhere, balls off the wall, balla flying off the rim. And you hear the argument of a plaver complaining to the ref on

sym ia just like my second home. And if you're lucley you get to see collegs plavers throwing up alley oops and dunking
lilee crazy! My main goal someday is to be able to slam the basketball! But theres always a reak smell of sweat in the
v that you can not ignore. Hearing the sound of frash new squicky shoes on the court brings music to my ears! If
vou ask me the gy is the best of the best!

Although the gy i3 a great place to be, the weight room i3 just as amagzing! I love working hard rying te get
spectacular results on my body! Lifting is something 1 do everyday, i lowe staying on my grind trying to be the beat 1
can possibly be. If it wasan't for the buff body builders up in the weight room pumping iren, 1 dont know if i'd have the
motovation to swwork 30 hard! As much as T love lifting and getting builé, T hate seeing the swaat all over the machinas
hafors 1 use them. Another thing that bothers me {5 all the stank leff up it the aiv just floating around waiting to attack
innocant people. Even tho thare i3 sff T dont like, the weight room is a great place to be and it does amazing things o
vour body that nothing <lse can! And affer a hard Hft iry a protein shake or my favorite 2 muscle milk! It will help the
increass of muacle, just saving i'd drink it!

After a long stressful day of work, being in the gym, and lifting, take a relaxing dip in the pool and hottub! Tha jets
will blow all yvour problems away, just step in and ler the tub do the rest! Imagaine having steam bubbles nail you in the
back with vour eves closed and you hear the flow of water bouncing off your chest. And after all the heat take 2 nice
relaxing dive info the perfect pool emperamre! The southing water will cool your body from that amazing stress
remover known as the hottub. And if you wanna just have fun and be 2 ldd again, go down the slides, play with toys,
gt introuble! You can do it all at the YMCA!

Mo that you went on an amnazing joumey through the spectacular YMCA, Now do you believa me that thisis 2
perfect placs to spend family and friend time? There is no betfer place than the YMCA, dlso known as the amarzing
sfress remover! Remember this, the gym is 2 great place to work on youwr game. Alse the weight room is a great placs to
worle on the curves and muscles of your bedy! Then the pool room! Xnown as relaxing city, whers all your sfress runs
wild! If vou could do anything today, I recoment heading up to the beautiful Fi—— YMCA! Remember, all your
dreams come true at the YMCA! Also, the YMCA could change your life, keep that in mind when you sitting on the
coguch aating chips and drigking soda!

how he lost. To me this is relaxing, I fova being in the gom working on my game! Basketball is my favorife sport, so the .

Voice/Word Choice: 4 4-4-4-4

In this response about the F-=—— YMCA, the wording is expressive and engaging and conveys a strong
sense of the writer throughout the essay. A strong voice, with many personal observations about the

- YMCA, is well-suited for the purpose and audience, and the descriptive language is specific, precise and
varied throughout the response. Numerous vivid words and phrases are used effectively and the reader

clearly understands why the Fallbrook YMCA is important to the writer.




Lithocode: 990000034320 Question; Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeleria or gym at school, a park or sporting
avent, a room inyour home, or any other place people gettogether.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

White an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it.

Gathering
The Foothall Games

There are many places whera people gather, may it be a small gathering or 2 hugs one. Almost every friday night in
November there iz a hugs gathering of tger fans. Old and voung they all come to the collage to supgort cur high school
football team. All the sighfs, sounds, and the rush of emotions I get when I go to the games is unforgetiable. There are
many sights to ses when vou are in the crowded bleschers. The sounds are albways loud and moat of the time cheerful. T
always sesm to hava oo many emotions te count. The sisht of the the foothall team rushing onto the field almost seems
to give me goosebumps.

As vou walk up the bleechers you ses many tiger fans, It's like walking inte 2 sea of orange. The cheerdeadars come
out and rally up the fans. I love seeing our team make an amazing pass and make a touchdown. This really makes the
fans go wild with excitmant. Many fans alse like to make beaniful and very creative posters, which is always fun to see.
Another interesting sight to see is the band conductor waving his hands in the air as the dancers come out on the field
and as the band plays in sinc.

The loud and happy cheers echo through the bleechers. The sound of the band playing "The Eva of the Tiger" gats
svervons pumped up for the fourth quarter. The cheerleaders shout out soms rhyming cheers as the fans echo them.
The loud buzz of the buzzar lets avaryons know the the fourth quartsr is about to begin. As the opposing team makes a
rouchdown and plls ahead I can hear the sad sighs of many fans. Then as soon as we pull ahead the band plays a
cheerful tuna and the fans retum to cheering on their winning team. With the cheering of the fans and the cheerleaders
dancing you can see and feel the excitmant in the air.

The feeling I gat whenev.er I'matagamsis ab:.crlutnh thrilling. T expirencs a rush of amotions as 1 atand in the cold
matal bleechers. I can feel the bleechers shake under ma as fans jumgp up and down in excltament. The cold wind chills
me Lo the bons, but it's all worth if. Many games end i dafeat and you can fael a sadness hang over the field. There are
also times where we win in a landstide and it seems liks nothing can bring us dewn. Even if we loose 1 can still smils
because I've had a wonderful and excifing night with my friends. You can never loose as long as you keep your head up
and have 2 smite on your face.

Overall the sights, sounds, and emtions 1 feel really make going to football games an expirence to remeber The sight
of several football players rushing onte the feild is a sight to behold. Cheering and the beautiful music played by the band
fills the air. Exichment is heard by the cheers and seen itt every fans eyes. I will naver forget the way I felt ar the all dger
zames. The blechers on a cold November night might be the coolest place ro gather, but it's not where you gather it's
who vou coms together with,

Voice/Word Choice: 3 4-4-3-4

in this response about going to the football games, the wording is generally expressive and conveys a
certain sense of the writer and why the games are a special gathering place. The voice is generally
appropriate for the purpose and audience, and the language is generally specific and varied. A few vivid
words and phrases adequately describe the football games and the writer’s experience while attending
the event.



Lithocode: 990000154672  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at schoal, a park or sporting
event, a room in your home. or any other place people get together,

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it.

A high school football game is probatily the best place for prople to gather Every whers you go there is always so
inuch to see hear,and smell. These things are my favorite at a high school football game.

Some of the beat sights are seen at 2 high zchool football game. There is the § foot tall steel gates at the front
antrance. Two ticket booths with bricks forming 2 small room on the inside are to the left and the right of the front gats.
Hard concrete lavs a path o the seating saction for the people rooting for the homs ream. The home team bleachers are
juét cold matal with a big white concrete bricks building in the middle for whera the annoucer sits. There is the sight of
neople jumping up and down as the home tagm runs in bursting through 2 paper banner of thelc logo.

Whoops and hollers are heard as the home team dashes acroos the field to go take theit bench. The cling clang of
feet against the metal on the stands. The sounds of kids screaming and the principals yelleng at the kids to stop messing
around and take a seat. There is the shouts as the people working the concession call qut orders for the customers. The
fizziting as soda is openad Then there is the Joud booming voics as the annoucer says the starfing fine up for the home
team. Yelling of the quarerback is heard as he calls the play and hilees the ball. The slamming of the players tackling ong
nother. The horrid screams as one player fies on the field in pain holding whatewer hurts. The silence of tha crowd as
heaple bagin to notice what happenad. Then the cheers and claps 33 ha walks or fimps back onto the bench. These are
'ust some of the sounds heard at a football game. ~ ’

The naxt best thing about football games are the smells. Thera is the smell of freshly popped popcorn with fatting
tutter on top. The smells of pops being drank. Juicy hamburgers and hot dogs are al arqund the stadium. Then thers is
the smell of the chocolate smell as hot coce is made ona cold fall day. The odor of the players as they sweal through
their jerseys after a hard game fought. Then the smells of gas and smoke 25 cars heat up and drive away from the
school and go back home te enjoy the vest of the evening

As you can see these are just few things that make a high school football game the best place o gather. Whather you
2o to walch the game or spend time with your friends your are sure te havea good tima thanks to all these sensas.
opefully these sights smells and sounds will always be there.

Voice/Word Choice: 3 3-3-3-3

b

In this response about a high school football game, the wording is generally expressive and conveys a
certain sense of the writer. The voice is generally appropriate for the purpose and audience, and the
language is generally specific and varied. Some vivid words and phrases adequately describe the football
game, but a more specific, precise and engaging description would be required for a higher score. The
reader has a general understanding of why the football games are the best place to gather for the
writer.



Lithocode: 990000077094 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gathef at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at schodl, a park or sporting event,
a raom in your home, or any other place people get togsther,

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and understand
why you chose it

People gather ar many diffrent places, one of these places is at a basket-ball game. At a basket ball game, thers are so
mary things you see, hear, and smell.

Al 2 basker-ball zame vou ses severl things. You see the acore bord, high on the wall, on both sides of the gym, s0
svaryona in the crowd can sse them. The score board has a place for the home team's score and for the guest's tsam
zcore. It also has a place where i3 counts down the time left in sach gama. Also, at 2 baskat ball game, vou sea the
reams playing the game. You sae the plan colars of their jerseies and the big number on them. You observe the movas
the plavers taks to get acroes the court. You also hear many things at 2 baskst ball game.

Whila at 2 basket ball game, you hear many things. You hear the crows cheering and talking among themselves. You
hear the buzzer go off marking the end of the gams. You can hear the reffs blowing theiv whistle statsing that the player
can shot the free throw. Which maleas you fesl diffrent emotions.

When you're at a baskef ball game, you might feel multiple emotions. When ona of the players is about to shot a fres
throw, you could feel anxious to know if they are going to make it or not. If they malee the shot. yvou might feel a since
of blissfulness, but if they don't makes it you could fea! dissapointed and sad.

Whey at g basket ball game, thera are multiple sights, sounds, and feelings. If gets really loud at times, but that's okay
hecanse the teams need cheering on. :

* Voice/Word Choice: 2 2-3-2-3

In this response about a basketball game, the wording is occasionally expressive and conveys a limited
sense of the writer. Descriptive language is only occasionally, precise and varied, with few vivid words
and phrases used to describe the event. The voice is sometimes inappropriate for the purpose, and
more sensory details are needed so that the reader can clearly picture it, and understand why the writer
chose this place as a gathering place. a




Lithocode: 890000173814  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sparting
event. a room inyour home, or any other place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it

The place 1 see the most gathering {s at Walmart. When I first come in the sound of carts wheels go by and i can hear
averyons talking and I ses the massive stors, but 1 am only looking at the front of the stora, When T start to pass by the
food section 1 get this wiiff of something sweef that makes me drift in {ts sweet smelling aroma. T ask 2 woman
Wwaaring a nice wiolet coat that lookad so soft and fluffy that T thought it had to be made from a foxes, or cars. "Were is
that sweat smefl coming from"? I asked. She said in a soft voicea lile silk "In the main section it is free sample day*. T
aaid “tianic vou" and went fo the main saction, but Lhad o go homa,

Voice/Word Choice: 2 2-1-2-2

In this somewhat brief response about Walmart, a limited sense of the writer is evident. Language is
occasionally precise and varied in the description of the Walmart store. The voice is only sometimes
appropriate for the purpose, and the reader has a limited idea as to why the store was chosen as a
gathering place by the writer.




Lithocode: 990000161732  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting evenf,
& room in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and understand
why you chose it.

Today im going to tell you atout a place peaple gather. Mina is my grandma house and it lots of fun you smell ribs pies
chiken ham any thing you can think of when you are there every time we go over grandmas house we have fun and far
soma reason we always go in the tack vard and we play on the trampoline ad when dinner is dons we go eat and then
e have things where we find monay and alt sorts of things and Ttemsand thats my story about grandmas house

we used to do all thar stuff before she past away

Voice/Word Choice: 1 2-1-1-1

The wording in this response about grandma’s house is inexpressive and lifeless, conveying little sense
of the writer. The language is neither specific or precise nor varied and vivid words or phrases are

missing. The voice is inappropriate for the purpose and the reader has little idea why the house is a
gathering place. -l




JRSIECEE

Lithocode: 990000048746 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting event’,
a room in your home, or any other place peaple get together.

Choose one place you go where peop!e gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells. andfor
tastes you experience there.

Wite an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader ¢an picture it and understand
why you chose it.

Ding! The bell rings at my junior high school, and 1 see others rushing to get to class. A place I go to often s my
school. I don't easily forget the sights, sounds. or smells at my school.

Voice/Word Choice: 1 1-1-1-1
The wording in this very brief essay about the writer’s school conveys little sense of the writer. Language
is neither specific or precise, nor varied. Vivid words or phrases are lacking and the voice is

Inappropriate for the purpose. This minimal response fails to demonstrate any evidence of control in the
voice/word choice domain. ;




Sentence Fluency /
- Conventions




Lithocode: 990000034646 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting event,
aroom in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and understand
why you chose it.

Home Sweet Rover

COut of all the placss in the world, Start Ovar Rovar has to bemy faverite for surs? In amatl town Hastings, Nebrasha was th begianing of
Start Ovar Rovar, The 3scond vou nter through the glass doors veu alrzady know this is a place that changes lives foraver? Fromuall the
rooms that arz insida tha building, te the sounds that malka your 2ars hure but in a good way, byt don't forgat alout all tha faalings that ever
- lioy vous heart, Start Ovar Rever is an amazing placa that has s many adorable animals insids waiting te find their foraver hems, Ne matter
which roem von ars it you will always se2 hovw much 28fort goes into taking cars of tha animals.

From tha cntsids of the building it may lock vary tiny, but oncz you watk insidz vou 1ee that wa hava lots of space. In the bailding w2
v many roomns, many fillad with four leggzd friands. Ones you wealk inte tha building ven see the thesa main cat roems, for all of our Blien
fiends that are healthy snough to roam the room when thay gst the chancz, As you Jeap walling vou snver cvs tain lobby that is very epent
te atf with 2 fave of our fazzy crittars roaming in the fraa spacs. In ths lobby therz ara theze doors, ona just off to the 1aft of onz of cur cat
oams. That is tha batfiwroom with walls of tzal blus that catch veur sy= the sscend yeu spet {t. Ameng the wall thars ix many pictures of cats
dogs with hilarious capticns. Aftar axiiing the bathroom you arz put back inte tha tobly. The lobby has two mors doors that lead te soms
mors fuzzy frisnds. One door has a clear window in it s0 o can 328 straight into what ves call the office. 3 you go in through thars vou might
22 two darks, twe more doors, 2 Bavw chaies, and our officz dog; Sparky. On the right you will se2 a door with a glass window that is altuest
thz siza of tha door. Going out that door you weuld anter cur IS0 dog vard, just ong of the four yards that Start Over Rovar has. Onca you go
ack insids and inte the officz & woodsen browen Joor is just straight ahzad, Walking towards the roem veu wounld sae anothar window that
alis out jnte the lobby. This room is ons mors of our fivz cat rooms, although this roem inparticular doasat g2t used as often. As you tentar
ths offica thare is 2 room just straight ahead for tzads only. 3¥ you are fucky ancugh to go it with a f2adar yeu can ses that it s 2 hallway with
¥ mors roons, & rursery, laundey rocm, intake, cat 180, and dog 380, The laundsy room has a1 dooy that leads outsids to the same vard tha
officz does. The hallway is a peach color, se it brings soma color inta tha building, Going deven tha hall you will s22 the many rooms that ara
just one part of Start Over Rovar, Ones vou seach the 2nd veu would walk out into the garage, Off to the 12t s 2 door that 1zads to tha big dog
mard, Ones you 2nter the yard you can sse why it wenld be for big dogs. Two matal doors aez en the oppesits wall o the building that lad
701 to the big deg roem. Aleng both walls you would sa fiva by savan Fet long fannsls that belong to tha big dogs down at Start Qvar Rever.
c2 vou rzach the othae door you would 2ntsr a roem that is for our small dogs. On all four walls there ara four by four foot fong keansls and
doot that 12ads to thars own yard, Also thare is a door that leads to tha lanndry room, which is whara all the animals’ blankats gat washed up,
long with thers bowts for food and watsr, In the laundry room thaez is 2 small kitchen whars trads, volunears can kaap soms food and drinks.
Than you head ont the brown wooden door and you ara back in the main lobby. Through cut the whols building no mattar whats you are yeu
peeilt abways hear somathing.

Througheut the whelz building you wilt rarzly snter a roem that dosaelt havs sema st of seund that aches through your sars. In thaloblby

au might heaar popls talking about adoptiens, veluntsering, donations, or the next 2vent. 3 vou stand in the offics you might hear
Farking,phones tinging and maoves. Tha eat rooms ars abways filld with maowa frog all the cats inside. Barks sscape the many mouths of
dogx that ara aif ovar tha building, Tn the laundcy room you might hear maning watsr, the spinning of tha drier, ox dishas being washad.

4 ithough thars are many scunds in Start Ovar Rovar you still 21 the sams smotion whan you fiest antsrad the building,

From the sscend veu aner the building all youe smetions gat scatterzd. From seeing all thass animals with ne homes yeu might £zl sad, but
ppy bacause now thay havs & terperary homs, Tha building brings joy to many because of alf ths things tha peopla have dons to kaap the
uilding up and running. & lot of hard work and dadication gozs inte the work down at Start Ovar Rever te leep the animals thar= and 1o kazp
tham 2a8s. Naver do you sxpatizncs a dull smetion at Start Ovar Rover, 3t always has somathing te heep your heart wids opan,

Start Ovar Rovar is my faverile placa to ba in tha whels wotld. It is a1 placa whara many fives arz changad. At Start Ovar Rover you see
v 10011, anitmals, and pisces of random things. The sound that braaks all silencs is nevar going te lvavs your mind 2fizc vou hear all tha
imals doven thars. But denit forgat tha smetiens that serambls around as vou 528 all the animals who havs tampetary hommes just weaiting for
semzons to com? take tham away to ihers foravar homs, Start Orvey Rover s just an amazing placs te be with all the amazing things to se2,
zar, and feel. Ths rovph beginnings tum into purr-fact andings.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4 4-4-4-4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this response about an animal shelter. Phrasing

consistently sounds natural and conveys meaning. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are
consistently correct.




Lithocode: 990000161292  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting
event, @ room in your home, or any other place people get togsther.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it.

There gre many people on the planst and neany places that they gather at. They gather in many different areas such
2s gvims, cafsterias, schoaols, auditorioms, parks, and sporting avents. People gather for many diffarent reasons as wall,
One of my favorite places to gather and asaociats with people iz at an Honor Band.

At an honor hand there are many different things that vou can see, such as a fargs tuba. The wba is one of the
biggest brass instruments there. You can also sae the metallic, slender flutes. Flutes are some of the smallest woodwind
finstrusnents, right next te the piccolo, which is 2 mintature flute, just up an octave. You may alse see a largs clarinet
section, dua to the fact that many clarinatist audition to gat in the honor band. Clarinefs are vary prefiy compared to
most instruments mainly because of their black bady with silver keys, very uniform 1 beleive. A very common thing you
may see are drums. They have many different drums of many different sizes and positions. There are also many
different colored droms, which malces the drums quite unique. Furthermore, you will alse see 2 selecfion of trumpet
players. Trumpets are very shiny and are used in most millitary basad songs along with drums.

It Addition, the sound at an honor band is quite remarkable. My favorite sound in the whols world you could sav. In
ihe begining of practics session you may hear the steady tck, Hek, tck of the metronome counting vou off, bt then,
when the conductor raises his baton it &5 like an ocean of sound engulfing you. You play a steady B-flar scale on whote
notes while the percussionists paradiddle. Then the fun begins, vou gef to start plaving the songs assigned for the
conceart. Malodic pieces arranged by some of the wotlds greatast composers, such as Pric Whitacre and his glotious

scary sound led by the brass eventually resolving into a happy light sound but ending in a dark sound again. Sliding parts
rrade it the perfect piecs of music for the concert at the end. Honestly T imagine that the sound is the closest thing to
heaven there i3 on earth.

How does it fael? Bettar than anything else in the whole world. You can feel the dnums pulsating desp into your
veins. Basically your swept away. Before the song you feel like soms helpless fool but at the end your no longer lost in a
swarmn of bees, You can play how you feel, put all amofion into the instrugnent, it makes yvou feel good again. Tt feels so
great to play what words alone can't express. Nobody iz going to judge you either, thay are to busy channeling their
amotion as well. The best part of the honor band experience is the feeling that vou are good enough. Out of the
munidreds of instromentalists you were worthy to play in the section of your instrument. Brrownsd away in gll the
playing, once the conductor finally elosas the song the most amazing thing happens. The people stand. The people stand
upr and they scream in approval, acream for more, they love the seund se. They clap vnil their hands hurt and then they
sif._They sif and wait baouasae your not finished. Yon sill have more music to play.

song Lux Aurumque, meaning "Light and Gold". In songs such as Lux the sound is supposad to cronch and have a darle,

Consequently, at the end of the concert you feel different. You don't walk out alouching with yeur head low, vou
dont drag vour feer. Something about vou has changed on the inside oul. Your not scared because vou survived. You
survived the emofion, the wave of it. You weren't taken away, you could withstand it. You held vour ground and added
how vou felt to the wave makeing i€ bigger swallowing out alf the bad things that you've ever felt. You then exit with
shoulders back, head held high, and instrument in hand ready to take on the naxt challenge the world throws at you
lequipt with weapon of choice ready to blow your toubles away.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4 4-4-4-4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this response about an honor band. Phrasing
consistently sounds natural and conveys meaning. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are
consistently correct.




Lithocode: 990000106592 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sparting
event, a room in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sighis, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Wiite an essay descrihing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it.

Many people join at their house or ar the mall, but the exciting place is New York, for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day
Parads. People langhing and falking, gafting all pumped up for what they are about to see. Everyons lined up miles and
miles out all just in line ro ses the parade. Litds kids laughing with their families and evaryons is just bitter cold, with litde
custs of wind blowing in their facss as they stand sl all bundled up in winter coats. The floats are ahout to come out,
just 2 lifite it longer and the fun will bagin and the parade will be live on TV, for everyons to see af home.

From Jazz to pop to country, music is always playing for the great audience that iz standing our for hours in the
frigid cold. As the jingle bells are ringing for donations for christmas, evervone is giving money rapidly. Everyone is
langhing and tatking with freinds and family, having a wonderful time. When news reporters come up te people and ask
them qu@stioné . people are racing over to gat onte T.¥. The marching band sirolls across the stream of the streer
afore the actual floats coms by The instrument sounds are richocheting arcund the whole block. As the floats coms out
many famous singers are singing on top of the floats, 25 the fans scream for joy. '

The camera crew zooming by every single person, to get on T.V. Watching thousands of people jump for joy 2s the
floats finally come, decaorated so beautifullly it is worth it to get on camera for hearflet memories. The naws reporters
ara filming every single bit of the parade and crew members and getting mterveiwed every second. Up in the baby blue
slcy vou see giganfic hot air bafloons as the real best known movie or T.V show characters, with the crew workers
walking slowly on the rocky, hard concrate, with the strings attachad to the balloon. Liva musicals are plaving for the
whole audience and the performance is asfounding from what the front row people see. Singing as loud as they can to
nerform a graat show for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, and having an awarded applavse at the end of the fine
musicals. ’

BBQ coming from dow the sireet, swifting through the air as the floats are slowly coming down. Fresh air fills the
area with joy, o know that it is 2 wonderful day. Many people grabbing a snack from concassion stands. Getting
pretzels sluthered in hot cheese iz making your nosa burst. From different places in the waorld, people are put next to
others that have smells that §ll the air with greif, becauss of thier strong cologne or strong perfume.

Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parada is 3 wenderful place to be with friends and family on a holiday, where you are
siving. Everyons laughing and cheering for the famous floats thar come down the siream every Thanksgiving Day.
Crespite the coldness, the floats ara perfectly linad up and ready to go. The musical singets are getting prepared and
ready to perform a grear show. Talking about how excited people are the audience is all ready to see an amazing show.
Nany people from all over the world come for this ons day of the vear for the Macy's Thanksgivng Dav Parade.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3 4-3-3-3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure in this response about the Thanksgiving Day Parade.
The sentences are usually correct and the fragment and run-on errors do not confuse the reader. ‘7
Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are usuaily correct and a few errors do not distract the
reader. Phrasing generally sounds natural. Fewer sentence construction errors would be required for a
higher score.




Lithocode: 990000032280 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafetetia or gym at school, a park or sporting
event, a room in your home, or any other place people get together,

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feslings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

White an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it.

* The Mall "

“Oh my god! 1love my new outfits!” The noise of buzzing kids and over excited teenage girls velling, the smell of
delicious meals and the attraction of the place makes me feel anxious and delighted to be their. The mall, a place where
50 many people gather,

The first thing that atiracts your attention in the mall is the people enjoving their tasty and delicious meals at the food
court. Also the huge dome it the ceiling that's made of glass, which looks amaring, clean, spotless, and a great view, the
sky, clouds, and birds. 1love it becanse it brings the sunshine in and I love the warm feeling of the sun hitfing on me
and also makes the placs bright because of the sun. & spot where the sun reflects on is the floor, if's shiny and gloasy,
as you wall in it may look slippery, but it really isn't. The shape of this mall is round as a sphere, you sas the litde ldds
yelling, laughing and running like hiorses in circles around the stairs and elevators, distubing the people and running in ro
iem.

Being in the mall is very loud and rnoisy. you can clearly hear the teenage girls excited and yelling of how happy they
ars with the brand new clothes they just bought. As your near the food coutt you here the dmers so off in the ovens of
pizza that's ready, bringing a delcious smell, or bread heafing up at Subway, and the " sizzle " of oil on the hot pans thar
may be cocking fries, hamburgers at the Hamburger Place. The noise of colorfid paper and plastic bags from many
 (different stores, such as Rue2l, Aeropostale, Jep, and from the other stores around make a lousy, wrinkdy sound as
their being carried. Yoices of many people, cryving babies, ro adults fill up the malt of loudnass, so many sounds te hear
from,

After a while of shopping, the smell of food makes you get really hungry as 2 bear waking up from it's hibemation.
Wall, it's fme to by some of the variety and yumuny meals the workers cook for vou to ry. Different smells in the food
court, of Chinese food, sandwiches, pizza and hamburgers. In the Chiness food place, one of my favorite meals i3
chicken with broccoli and rice, even though i'm not a vagetable person T love the way the broccali fastas liks, more fike
3 sweel tasta, or I efther choose lo mein that's like spagherfi. At the pizza place my favorite flavor is cheese with no
other topping, especially when it's very cheese, like when you take a bite and the cheese strechss out fong enough that
you end up cutling it with your fingers. Another food to choosa from iy hamburgers, 1 usually just order a Whopper Jr.
with my medivm fries and coke with lots of ice in it to refresh me,

The feeling in the mall iz exciting and delighting. Seeing all the people cheered up spending time with their friends and

family-gathering up-togsther makes-yeu-foel the-same-and-de-the-same- Lilce-the-brand Nike " Just Do I * Having the
oppuriunity to shop in many different stores, having variety of food to eat from, spending nime togethier, and meeting
nev people at the mall is fascinating.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3 4-3-3-3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure, and are usually correct, in this response about the

mall. Phrasing generally sounds natural. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are usually correct
and the fragment and run-on errors that are evident do not confuse the reader.




Lithocode: 990000101142  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting
event, a reom in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it. ‘

Aostlly people gather at sporting events. Its usually for siblings, sons, daughters, or just come to watch. In my family
we go watch my bother play football. His schoo]l —————--'1i3 § wins and | loses. if team was losing they would just
scream at the top of there lungs. Yell at referes o stop throwin the flag. I remeber how my use cheer for the feam
wwhen cheer 3o loud I thought to my self whats wraong with her T used to say in my mind "its just football" butif I ever
said that she may vell at me.

Usually when every one cheers I stand and cheer looking stupid when every boos I boo not eveing lenowing whats
oing on.Somtimes when large guy is standing I just want to say “hey buddy can you sit down” but he might say with
his deep woice why don't you shuf up!" Then I imagin him punching me in the face with his hard rocky fist like it was
nothing. Af half ime 1 go use the restroom and go get somes snacks. Then this guy culs in line but no ons 5ays
anything an then he orders like its 2 like all you can eat resturant spending 10 dollars on snacks. When I order 1 ask for
"nactios and a soda please” that order was 3 whole five dollars. The nachos were of course 3 doflars but | liter of soda
vas 2 dollars it was an outrage most of the people yell screaming!

Why do the soda 2 dollars when 1 could go to the and get one for 73 cents!” aman said. 30 most people just sneak soda
in there wifes or girlfirends purses because the sign says " No outside food or drink this is a wery eastinal note!' Then
every body just agnores it. One tima 1 saw somons with a footlong sandwich taking sneaky bites. Then they got caught
and I said in my mind "suckers" if 1 had said that outloud they my jumped over the seat cusing and slaping me across
the face if I did the next step for them would be jail and I wauld sue for 100,000 dollars and my face in the news paper
saving "local boy sues for child abuse for 100,000 dollars!* Like that would ever happen. 1f it did T would of just blown
it away like it was 5 dollars.

Somtimes when you have that wierd craving you just go buy it then you relize 1 should of bought a hot dog or
somthing. T hate that and then i don't want eat what I have. By third qaruter the the game starts to gel serious. Every ons
lpraving that the team will win adn go 1o stafe. then when theres a flag it starfs to ger quite and my mom 53¥ while ifs
vary “aw come on tell us the penaly!” So T thought everyone Wwas looking at me and I say in my mind "this is such a
drag."

When the game is over «———d pervayles and takes the win. But problaby the worst part is cleaning up after the fans. 1
et those stands are dirfiy. full of popcorn empty chip tags and nache trays. they must hate cleaning there. So as we
ide home my parents and grandparents tallc about the game. Like they were on Sports Center but I fuat fall asleep.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2 ‘ 3-2-3-2

Sentences occasionally vary in length and structure in this response about a football game. Phrasing
occasionally sounds unnatural. Fragments and run-ons sometimes confuse the reader. Grammar
punctuation, and spelling errors are evident and may distract the reader.




Lithocode: 990000031650 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park aor sporting eyent,
aroom inyour home, or any ather place people get together.

Choase one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Wiite an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and understand
why you chose it.

One place I really enjoy going to is a soccer field. Ifs a very peacsful place for me, irelax my self when i play soccer.
Bfore relaxed when 1 play with my family. Whats your favorite place to be when you get fpogether as a family?.
One thing T will talk about is how people can get together as a family. One way that I will be talk about is that when
want (o meet up with my cousins I ask them re go tomy soccer game. Just like how I will be talling about. & soccer
field is a big wide land from earth that is mostly flat, even has concrete paths. Full of cars & familysipeople that go o
the soccey field. But a soccer field is more like a place wers your children can have fun, and have a big win victory in
their soccer game. Iis not lways bvo teams facing eachother. There're many more tzams that play. Mayvbe about 19
=ams, of later on aboul 5 teams or maybe mare. you can also sea other teams play oo, its for every one to enjoy it.

Another thing I will talk about teday is, about the concession stands. The best yummi part of a soccer fieldis a
concession stand. Ifs full of foods and drinks. Tt has a counter full of snacks often ke fifty cent foods like chocalfe
bars of maybe like fruit snakes. so when you go to a soccer field try out theft concession stands if they are open. They
concassin stands dont always have food and drinks, they can also have soccer balls for sala. You cant alse mavbe geta
soccer shirt. cocesafon stands are very useful when your hungry or when you dont have nothing fo do. Buy a drink or
food. get vour self a soccer ball and start shooting for zoal.
The final thing I will talk about roday is about the sounds you would hear in a soccer field. When I have a soccer
zame 1 moatly hear our parents and uncles cheering for us. Their los of sounds you often hear in a huge soccar field,
Some seunds yvou abways hear are the plavers passing the ball to sach other with a first touch. Another onais when a
player shoots the ball as hard as he can and hifs the post. And the Iast one is when parents cheer for you evary single
time. The cheer every time you have the ball or when vou ara close to the goal area, They scraam out ¥ Shoot!! * tut in
2 excitng way.

5o thars a place 1 really kaow about when I talk about a soccer field because its a place that i go to avery single time.
It could be indeor soccer field or outdoor soccer feld. So 1 hope vou enjoyed this story I mads abouk the soccer figld,
concession stands, and most of all the sounds.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2 2-3-2-2

Sentences seldom vary in length and structure in this response about a soccer field. Phrasing

occasionally sounds unnatural. Fragments and run-ons sometimes confuse the reader and grammar
s g . . !
punctuation and spelling errors may also distract the reader.




Lithocode: 990000146502  Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

People gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting
event. a room in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choose ane place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Wiite an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and
understand why you chose it.

the smell of the gvm is smelly sometimes and it hot in there and sometimes cool and the players bodies sweating from
plaving the other team . the sound of people cheering velling Jaughing _screaming the basketball bouncing the score
trod buzzing. you can see the players stopping the other plavers from scoring the point and the basket hall bouncing
and you can see people screaming yelling cheering and the people throughing theire arms in the air and sometimes you
an tast the gir or sombody else is perfume. you can feel the boncing and you can feel the floor bouncing under your
feet.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1 2-1-1-1

Numerous grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling errors distract the reader throughout this
response about a gym. Many sentence construction errors confuse the reader, and phrasing sounds
awkward and unnatural.




Lithocode: 990000035876 Question: Grade 08 Writing FT Q001 Form A

FPeople gather at many places. This could be the cafeteria or gym at school, a park or sporting event,
a room in your home, or any other place people get together.

Choose one place you go where people gather. Think of the sights, sounds, feelings, smells, andfor
tastes you experience there.

Write an essay describing this place with sensory details so the reader can picture it and understand
why you chose it.

Guoing to the pool.

do you have a fun place to hang out with your friends. Try going te the pool with all of your friends.itis a
reaily fun placs to hang out you can have wick contest.eaf, see who the fastest swimmer is the pool is endless fun

i go picl up all of my friends then wa walk to the pool. we get there and jump in right away because we cant
waif to have conteat and zes who will win out of all of vou.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1 1-1-1-1

In this brief response about a pool, numerous fragments and run-ons cause confusion, and the

grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling errors throughout the response distract the reader. Phrasing
sounds awkward and unnatural.




